
A Company Limited by Guarantee and Registered in England No 2738119 Registered Office as above.  
 

Aug 2017 

 
 
CODE FOR THE TRANSPORT OF ORNAMENTAL FISH 

 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

 

Aquatic organisms must be transported in such containers, under such conditions, in 

particular with regard to space, temperature, and with such supply of water and 

oxygen appropriate for the species concerned.  

 

No fish shall be transported unless it is fit for the intended journey. 

 

Fish must be transported to their destination as quickly as practicably possible. 

 

Transport of aquatic organisms should be undertaken in a manner that does not cause 

unnecessary stress or compromise their disease status. 

 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE 

 

All concerned with the transport of should be aware of the relevant EC (Regulation 

1/2005 – http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/eur69655.pdf) and national legislation. This 

may change from time to time. For the time being this legislation covers vertebrate 

animals only.  

 

Details of how this legislation will be applied in the UK can be found on the websites 

of each administration that for England and Wales can be found on the DEFRA web 

site at : 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69472/v

ehicle-approval-scheme1103.pdf. 

 

Provisions of the Fish Health and Veterinary Checks Directives will apply as normal 

to imports from third countries as will the Wildlife Trade Regulations (EU CITES).  

 

Those importing ornamental fish or using air transport within the EU should acquaint 

themselves with the latest International Air Transport Association – Live Animal 

Regulations(see http://www.iata.org/publications/store/Pages/live-animals-

regulations.aspx). The LARs cover all animals. 
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TRANSPORTERS 

 

Except for very short journeys (less than 65 km – actual journey not as the crow flies) 

any movement of animals for commercial purposes must be carried out by an 

“authorised transporter”.  Transporters must ensure they have the authorisation 

required for a given journey-this varies according to the length of the journey. 

 

Welfare of animals in transport – Vehicle authorisation requirements for the transport 

of live fish in boxes  

 

Where the total journey time from the point of departure in the country of origin to 

the final destination is less than 8 hours a Type 1 authorisation will be required. 

Where the total journey exceeds 8 hours a Type 2 authorisation will be required. 

However, certain derogations apply for live fish transported in fish boxes.  

 

A certificate of competence is not required for fish for either Type 1 or Type 2 

authorisation.  

 

If the journey within Great Britain is less than 12 hours a vehicle approval is not 

required. Ventilation, temperature monitoring, and warning systems are also not 

required. 

 

However, a contingency plan should be submitted with the application for Type 2 

authorisation. 

 

Also, for all journeys an itinerary of the journey (an ATC) is required. The ATC can 

be in any format. See later section on ‘Documentation to Accompany Consignments’. 

 

Further information is available at:  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69472/v

ehicle-approval-scheme1103.pdf. 

 

Transporters may apply for authorisation in only one member state. The authorisation 

given applies to journeys throughout the EU. 

 

PRIOR TO TRANSPORT 

 

No livestock should be despatched unless in direct response to an order that has been 

received. 

 

Before sale a careful visual examination of livestock should be undertaken. Only fish 

in good health as far as can be reasonably determined without veterinary inspection 

should be considered fit for transport. No fish showing signs of illness or disease, 

including open wounds, should be considered fit for transport. 

 

Carriers should not be expected to inspect or take responsibility for the manner in 

which fish are packed except for an external inspection of the containers. 

Responsibility for the packing rests with packers not the carriers. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69472/vehicle-approval-scheme1103.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69472/vehicle-approval-scheme1103.pdf
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FITNESS TO TRAVEL 

 

There should be no obvious external wounds or infections. Prior to preparation for 

transport the fish should be feeding behaving normally and their appearance should be 

normal for the species (taking into account age etc). If there is any doubt  then 

appropriate veterinary or other expert inspection may be required. 

 

PREPARATION FOR TRANSPORT 

 

As appropriate to the size, age and species of the fish concerned food may be 

withdrawn prior to transport. Fish should ordinarily be packed to survive double the 

intended transport time in the UK -on journeys by air the IATA Live Animal 

Regulations stipulate they must be packed to survive 48 hours from the time accepted 

by the airline, on journeys to other EU member states the authorities in that state 

should be consulted concerning the rules that apply. The method of preparation of 

fish for transport used should be justified by records of past performance of the style 

and techniques used.  

 

VEHICLES 

 

Vehicles should be covered and roadworthy. 

 

CONTAINERS 

 

Normally these would be in the style of those designated by the IATA-LARs (double 

polythene bags, 1/3 water-2/3 oxygen or air as appropriate to the species and transport 

time inside polystyrene boxes with or without a cardboard outer). If lesser packing is 

used eg cardboard box outers only used for transporting coldwater ornamentals in 

summer then responsibility for the welfare of the fish lies with the packer.  

 

DOCUMENTATION TO ACCOMPANY CONSIGNMENTS 

 

Document is prepared containing the following information: 

- Origin and owner 

- Place of departure 

- Date and time of departure 

- Intended place of destination 

- Expected duration of the intended journey 

Name of person responsible for transport 

 

These details should be present during the journey and should be kept for your 

records. 

 

Written instructions about feeding and any special care required shall accompany the 

fish. (see Annex below ) 
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DURING TRANSPORT 

 

It should be possible to contact the driver (for instance by mobile phone) at all times. 

 

Containers of fish should not be exposed to excessive temperatures (caused by, for 

instance, strong sunshine or strong cold winds or frost) or rough handling. They must 

be marked to indicate the presence of live animals and with a sign indicating the top of 

the container. Containers should remain upright during transport and secured, as 

appropriate, to prevent movement. 

 

No heavy objects should stacked on the top of fish boxes at time during transport. 

 

Fish in closed containers should not be: 

• fed  

 or 

• examined during transport except  for official purposes. Unpacking 

during the journey should be avoided if reasonably practicable and should only 

be undertaken to benefit the welfare of the livestock or for statutory purposes. 

 

Fish shall be transported in accordance with the written instructions about feeding, 

and taking into account any special care required. (see Annex) 

 

OFFICIAL & OTHER EXAMINATIONS 

 

It is recommended that examinations only be carried out in specially designed official 

sites in exceptional circumstances or preferably at the place of destination. 

 

If for any reason the fish have to be unpacked before their final destination then the 

following conditions must be observed: 

 

• the operation must take place in a room where the ambient temperature 

is within the range stated on the label. 

 

• the operation should be conducted in dimmed or red light. It should not 

occur in bright sun or artificial light. 

 

• any water that is used for topping up or replacement must be to a very 

similar chemical and physical nature to the packing water at the time of 

unpacking. 

 

• expert ichthyological advice should be sought. 

  

RECEIPT OF LIVESTOCK 

 

Receiving businesses should accept responsibility for any livestock ordered once 

despatched, in good faith, for delivery at a reasonable time or at another pre-arranged 

time. An out of hours contact should be available so that any delay in delivery can be 

dealt with promptly. 
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UNPACKING LIVESTOCK 

 

Fish should be carefully unpacked at the place of destination. Preferably in dim light 

and avoiding strong sun or artificial light sources. The animals should be acclimated 

to the physical and chemical water conditions in the holding facility using all 

reasonably practicable means to reduce the stress experienced by them during the 

procedure. 

 

Transport of livestock sold to customers in a retail outlet 

 

Though the carriage of animals from retail outlet to the customers home is not 

covered by the regulation this journey may have significant adverse impacts upon their 

welfare unless appropriate equipment is used and care taken. Such measures should 

be taken to ensure both retailer and customer meet their duty of care as required by 

animal welfare laws in the UK. 

 

Fish or other aquatic organisms should be sold in containers suitable for the journey 

to be undertaken and thus ensure they arrive in good health. Special regard should be 

paid to the climatic conditions and length of journey. 

 

The containers should: 

 

contain a sufficient oxygen supply for the organisms for the duration of their journey; 

 

contain an appropriate quantity of water; 

 

have sufficient insulation to prevent large fluctuations in temperature; 

 

be covered to exclude light. 

 

Fish which may be aggressive to one another, should be packed separately. It may be 

necessary to prevent these fish from having any visual contact. 
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ANNEX  

 

Exemplar written instructions to drivers of vehicles carrying containers of live 

ornamental fish: 

 

Do not feed these fish in transit 

 

Do not open boxes of ornamental fish in transit.  

 

Containers of fish should be kept: 

➢ upright 

➢ treated as urgent fragile packages 

 

Containers of fish should not be exposed to: 

➢ excessive temperatures (caused by, for instance, hot sunshine or strong cold 

winds or frost)  

➢ rough handling 

 

Damaged containers should be returned to the point of origin or forwarded to 

destination as quickly as possible where expert care can be given to ensure the welfare 

of the fish concerned. In extreme cases advice should be sought from the owner of the 

fish, in exceptional circumstances veterinary advice might be required. 

 

 


