
A Company Limited by Guarantee and Registered in England No 2738119 Registered Office as above. 
 

  
 

Sent via email 

 

24 September 2019 

 

 

 

Dear Lord Gardiner 

 

Increase to plant health inspection fees with effect from 1 October 2019  

– impact to the ornamental aquatic plant sector 

 

The Ornamental Aquatic Trade Association (OATA) represents the interests of over 850 

businesses in the UK’s ornamental aquatic industry, which spans the entire supply chain from 

importers to distributors, manufacturers and retailers. Our industry is estimated to contribute 

over £400 million per year to the UK economy and employs approximately 12,000 people. 

Most of OATA’s members are small to medium enterprises (SMEs) or micro businesses. 

 

We are writing to express our extreme disappointment that industry were not advised until the 

end of August 2019 that there is to be an 11% increase in plant health inspection fees with 

effect from 1 October 2019. This is effectively one month’s notice to industry and as such, it 

is wholly inadequate as the members which we represent who import aquatic plants will not 

have been given sufficient time to adjust, given that they set their fees in advance. As a direct 

result of such increases, our members and the wider ornamental aquatic plant sector will be 

expected to find a way to absorb these fee increases. Such increases are extremely poorly timed 

given the ongoing uncertainty surrounding Brexit. 

 

We were advised that this late notice is due to the full detail of the proposed changes only 

having just been finalised and that a delay in implementation until April 2020 is not feasible as 

it will result in the over-recovery of fees. We do not consider it acceptable that, yet again, the 

industry is having to bear the full brunt of poorly timed implementations. For example, our 

sector has recently been subject to one round of increased fees with inadequate forewarning, 

which in some cases represented a percentage increase of 500%. For the two import categories 

that are directly relevant to our sector in this most recent increase, i.e. Cuttings and Other Plants 

intended for planting, our industry will be subject to percentage increases of 24% and 20% 

respectively as from 1 October 2019 and will have no opportunity to prepare. 

 

Given that the Government has repeatedly made commitments in their Brexit statements not to 

introduce additional trade barriers or tariffs and that APHA have previously given an 

undertaking to OATA that they will give at least six months notice of inspection fees changing 

we are at a loss to understand why plant health inspection fee changes cannot be deferred until 

April 2020. We do not consider that the statement that fees will not be refreshed after the 1 
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October until April 2021 is giving the industry stability it needs at such an uncertain time. 

Rather, this continued increase in fees, without full and proper consultation with industry, is 

directly destabilising the industry as it cannot absorb such mounting costs at the same time as 

it is putting in place expensive contingencies to address the potential impacts of Brexit.  

 

Further, and as we have previously stated, we would anticipate that this increase in fees will 

have perverse outcomes in deterring UK businesses from importing into the UK and instead 

choosing to import via (cheaper) EU Border Inspection Posts or deciding to cut their losses and 

change their business models due to the prohibitively high costs to lawfully import plants. One 

such perverse outcome is that more unscrupulous individuals who do not wish to pay such costs 

will decide to find ways in which to circumvent them and potentially send plant material via 

the postal services. Such practices will not only represent a threat to the UK’s biosecurity but 

will also cause harm to legitimate businesses, both financially and reputationally. 

 

I therefore urge you to reconsider the timing of these fee increases and encourage you to 

ensure better and more timely consultation with affected sectors in the future. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Dominic Whitmee 

Chief Executive, OATA 

 

 


