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Aims and objectives

A Our objective is to protect and promote the interests of all
those engaged in the ornamental aguatic trade

A Our aim is to enhance the reputation of the trade by
promoting the benefits derived from it, setting high standards,
providing good education and training and encouraging
responsible ownership and enjoyment among fish keepers



Ensuring compliance

AOATA Strategic Plan

A“Ensuring members are aware of and co
requi rement s’

A“Bringing operators that do not meet
the attention of relevant authorities so that they may take appropriate
action”

AOATA Code of Conduct
A* Members should always foll ow - | 't

ADescribes key legal responsibilities re animal welfare, biosecur't,
transport, sale and more

AComplaints procedure



Why is tackling crime important to us?

A lllegal activity:
A Gives legitimate businesses a bad name
A Undermines competitiveness
A Damages the reputation of my members and the industry as a whole
especially when used against us by those philosophically opposed to trade

A Compliance with the law is a priority

A Trade is not the problemcriminal behaviour is




How can industy help?

1 Resources of enforcement authorities are limitedre can
help fill that gap

{ Trade associations have direct access to people who can
actively assist in combatting crime, our members

{ Industry wants to be part of the solution



What we do — Providing advice

Proud to be a

{ Advice to members member 2017
1 Monthly newsletter
1 Trade press
1 Social media

f Primary Authority Scheme

1’ Anlmal Welfare Orname xlt\il“t’:)?u atic 111;11 Assoclation
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What we do — Providing advice
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5 Welfare Needs Checklist
(Animal Welfare Act, 2006):

1 Asuitable environment e.g. appropriately sized tank (with water

heater if tropical set up) within 3 suitable location in your home.

2 A diet suited to your chosen fishes needs.

% Fish are able to exhibit their normal behaviour e.g. hiding places

for timid fish, enough room for fish to swim freely.

/| Ensure you know whether your chosen fish need to be kept with,

or apart from, other fish.

5 Protected from pain, injury, suffering & disease e.g. you are aware

of the daily, weekly and monthly mai that your
will need.

Water quality test kits are a pecessity not an optional extra

You must be prepared to look after your fish properly for the
duration of their life and provide an aquarium which can
accommodate your fish when fully grown

\)

Never release an animal or plant bought for a
aguarium or pond
phants in the wild

NEVER RELEASE YOUR AQUARIUM
ANIMALS OR PLANTS INTO THE WILD

Don't dump
home aquarium into the wild. It is illegal and for
most fish species this will lead to an untimely and
/ possibly lingering death because they are not
native to this country. Any animals or plants that
do survive might be harmful to the environment.




What we do — Training and support to regulators

{1 Good working relationship with key

regulators:

1 NWCU

UKBF

FHI

APHA (CITES, plant health)
Local authorities

1 Training:
1 Of local authority inspectors on pet
shop licensing requirements
1 Of customs officers on Identification of
corals



What we do - Investigative work

1 Investigating potential criminality:

1 Spiderweb project on illegal and unlicensed
selling
1 PAAG exotic species sgoup

{ Gathering and sharing intelligence:
1 Information sharing agreement with NWCU

1 Reporting suspected illegal activity:

1 Advice on how to report illegal activity

1 Reporting illegal and unlicensed internet sales to
regulators

1 Support Court action




Concluding remarks

fMore regulation 1 sn’t al ways
1 Law only useful if enforced
1 Impacts more on legitimate businesses than it does on those
already acting outside the law

1 Important to educate people to help them be compliant,
especially in relation to unintentional mistakes

{1 Industry can and does take action to tackle wildlife crime
—and it wants to

11 Action, not talk, is key



Here to help

dominic@ornamentalfish.org
Info@ornamentalfish.org

01373 301352

WEBSITE http://ornamentalfish.org/
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