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Aims and objectives

ÅOur objective is to protect and promote the interests of all 
those engaged in the ornamental aquatic trade

ÅOur aim is to enhance the reputation of the trade by 
promoting the benefits derived from it, setting high standards, 
providing good education and training and encouraging 
responsible ownership and enjoyment among fish keepers



ÅOATA Strategic Plan
Å“Ensuring members are aware of and compliant with new regulatory 
requirements”

Å“Bringing operators that do not meet minimum legal requirements to 
the attention of relevant authorities so that they may take appropriate 
action”

ÅOATA Code of Conduct
Å“Members should always follow current legislation”

ÅDescribes key legal responsibilities re animal welfare, biosecurity, 
transport, sale and more

ÅComplaints procedure

Ensuring compliance



Why is tackling crime important to us?

ÅIllegal activity:
ÅGives legitimate businesses a bad name
ÅUndermines competitiveness
ÅDamages the reputation of my members and the industry as a whole -

especially when used against us by those philosophically opposed to trade

ÅCompliance with the law is a priority

ÅTrade is not the problem - criminal behaviour is



How can industy help?

¶Resources of enforcement authorities are limited –we can 
help fill that gap

¶Trade associations have direct access to people who can 
actively assist in combatting crime, our members

¶Industry wants to be part of the solution



What we do – Providing advice

¶Advice to members
¶Monthly newsletter 
¶Trade press
¶Social media

¶Primary Authority Scheme
¶Animal welfare
¶H&S
¶Trading standards
¶Product safety
¶Metrology



What we do – Providing advice



What we do – Training and support to regulators 

¶Good working relationship with key 
regulators: 
¶NWCU
¶UKBF
¶FHI
¶APHA (CITES, plant health)
¶Local authorities

¶Training:
¶Of local authority inspectors on pet 

shop licensing requirements
¶Of customs officers on Identification of 

corals



What we do – Investigative work

¶Investigating potential criminality:
¶Spider-webproject on illegal and unlicensed 

selling
¶PAAG exotic species sub-group

¶Gathering and sharing intelligence:
¶ Information sharing agreement with NWCU 

¶Reporting suspected illegal activity:
¶Advice on how to report illegal activity
¶Reporting illegal and unlicensed internet sales to 

regulators

¶Support Court action



Concluding remarks

¶More regulation isn’t always the best solution:
¶Law only useful if enforced
¶ Impacts more on legitimate businesses than it does on those 

already acting outside the law

¶Important to educate people to help them be compliant, 
especially in relation to unintentional mistakes

¶Industry can and does take action to tackle wildlife crime 
–and it wants to

¶Action, not talk, is key



Here to help

dominic@ornamentalfish.org

info@ornamentalfish.org

01373 301352 

http://ornamentalfish.org/

mailto:dominic@ornamentalfish.org
mailto:info@ornamentalfish.org
http://ornamentalfish.org/

