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EUROPEAN PET ORGANIZATION (EPO) MANIFESTO 2024-2029 
 

FOR PET LOVERS & PET OWNERS 
 
Pets - comprised of several thousand different species, ranging from dogs and cats to small 
mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish and invertebrates - are an important part of our 
social, cultural and economic fabric: 

• in 2021, Euromonitor International estimated that household expenditure on pets 
was approximately €37 million across EU Member States1 and over quarter of a million 
people were directly employed in the pet industry2.  
• According to FEDIAF EuropeanPetFood’s European recent statistics for 2022 on pet 
ownership and the pet industry, an estimated 166 million households own at least one pet 
animal, with pet ownership generating over 2,5 million jobs (both directly and indirectly). 
In addition, it estimates that in 2022, the contribution of the pet food industry (together 
with associated supplies and services) generated €53,8 billion to the European economy3. 

 
The mutualistic human-animal bond is one that has persisted through history, with a wide 
variety of animals having been kept successfully as pets, with evidence of pet ownership going 
back thousands of years. The importance of the human-animal bond is well documented, with 
evidence demonstrating that this mutualistic bond improves people’s well-being and positively 
contributes to the economy3. Furthermore, pets can benefit from this bond as the life expectancy 
of animals in human care is usually much longer than the life expectancy in the wild considering 
the feed and veterinary care provided5. For many people, this bond is a direct connection to 
nature for both adults and children alike. 
 
The legal and legitimate pet trade strives to ensure high standards of animal welfare, the 
integrity of its supply chains and promoting responsible ownership. The legal and legitimate 
trade which we represent is committed to joining and working together with others to address 
how illegal and illicit activity can be prevented, to ensure the integrity of its supply chains in the 
animals traded and kept as pets - i.e. they are sourced legally, sustainably and responsibly 
and ensuring good welfare standards. 
 
The vast majority of animals kept as pets are legally traded and kept in good conditions by both 
responsible and knowledgeable sellers and owners. The keeping of pets has enabled us to develop 
a wealth of information about their needs giving us the ability to ensure they are met. Animal 
hobbies also often contribute to broader knowledge and understanding of biology and the natural 
world. 
 
People need to be properly educated so that their expectations can meet the animal’s needs - i.e. 
the right pet with the right owner in the right environment. This must be accompanied by 
ensuring the law to manage illegally traded species is effective and properly enforced. 
 
EPO and its member organizations are proud to cooperate with regional breeders and breeding 
associations. These breeders and traders do an excellent job in terms of providing captive bred 
species.  

 
1  Euromonitor International report 2022. [Online]. Available at: https://www.euromonitor.com/pet-care 
2 FEDIAF EuropeanPetfood Annual Report 2023 [Online]. Available at: https://europeanpetfood.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/06/FEDIAF-Annual-Review-2024_Online.pdf 
3 The Human-Animal Bond.2023. [Online]. Available at:  https://habri.org/assets/uploads/HABRI_2023IntlSurvey_Slide4-scaled.jpg  
4 Animal Diversity Web [Online]. Available at: https://animaldiversity.org/teach/ 
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EPO IS A FIRM BELIEVER IN RESPONSIBLE PET KEEPING & A RESPONSIBLE PET TRADE, 
REGULATED THROUGH RESPONSIBLE & SENSIBLE LEGISLATION. 
 
Considering this new EU term, as a sector we would like to stress SOME PREDOMINANT BENEFITS 
PETKEEPING PROVIDES TO OUR SOCIETY AT LARGE: 
 

• Positive health impacts – There is extensive scientific literature that 
demonstrates the positive health benefits of keeping pets of all types. The Human Animal 
Bond Research Institute (HABRI) estimates that pet ownership saves the U.S. health care 
system $22.7 billion every year. 
 
• Conservation expertise - Done in a manner which is sustainable and responsible, 
it is well known that the legal pet trade and private keepers can have conservation 
benefits, saving many species from extinction. Private keepers, breeders and businesses 
have greater expertise than most in animal husbandry and about the physiology of the 
animals they breed.  

 
• Sustainable sourcing and sustainable livelihood – The variety of species and 
respectively their global sourcing are of great importance for providing livelihoods around 
the world in communities supplying the pet sector in Europe. Engaging these often-rural 
communities, who can have few other options to provide a living, in the process and value 
chain of a well-managed and sustainable trade of wild animals can be an extremely 
powerful management and conservation strategy. 
 
• Engagement with and understanding of nature – Given that we live in a digital 
age, many people in society have not experienced human-animal interactions and the 
benefits such interactions and bonds can bring. The benefits of such interactions deepen 
our understanding and appreciation of nature. In this digital age, this bond cannot be 
allowed to diminish to the extent whereby a person’s interaction with certain companion 
animals occurs at the virtual rather than physical level. This situation could worsen if the 
number and variety of companion animals is reduced within our society with a reduced 
lack of care for or engagement with wider environmental issues over time. 
 
• Advancements in husbandry and keeping expertise - All the key advances in 
animal feeds, enclosure design, aquarium equipment, specialist reptile lighting, etc. are 
derived primarily from the pet industry and by virtue of having a large private market to 
sell to. 

 
• Positive economic impacts – The pet industry is a significant employer (directly 
and indirectly) across the EU, providing substantial tax revenues by virtue of a buoyant 
market for pets.  The Euromonitor and ZZF/IVH reported that the worldwide spending on 
pet supplies in 2021 reached over €135,183 million, including for Europe over €37,187 
million1.  
More recently, FEDIAF EuropeanPetFood reported in its 2022 pet statistics that the pet 
industry employs 2,5 million people in Europe (split between 283,000 people employed 
directly and 2,300,000 people employed indirectly). Further, that the annual turnover 
combined in 2022 of the pet food industry and related supply and services was €53,8 
billion.  

 
1 Euromonitor and ZZF/IVH: pet market in 2015. [Online]. Available at: 
https://www.zzf.de/fileadmin/files/ZZF/Marktdaten/Pet_market_2015_en.pdf  
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AS THE VOICE OF THE PET SECTOR: 
 
We will continue to constructively engage with the EU authorities at large to ensure that while 
tackling the EU agenda and its priorities both  

SCIENTIFIC BASED EVIDENCE and a MULTI STAKEHOLDER APPROACH 
are being used in the decision-making process. 
 
During this past term, EPO has been actively engaged on various issues of interest for the pet 
sector in linkage with the EU Green Deal, including: 

• the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 and its revised EU Action Plan Against Wildlife 
Trafficking, the EU invasive Alien Species Regulation … 

• the Farm to Fork Strategy and its assessment & revision of the EU rules on Animal Welfare, 
the EU Animal Health Law and its implementation with now its evaluation … 
With as its core the One Health Approach. 
 
Today, EPO commits to continue promoting the voice of the pet sector under this new 
EU term by actively sharing its sector’s expertise and experience on the EU agenda 
items of interest to the pet sector. 
 
You can refer to the most important EU matters EPO has intervened in the past term 
by checking our activities from this QR code  

 
 
 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT INTERGROUP  
ON CLIMATE CHANGE, BIODIVERSITY & SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (CCBSD) 
 

EPO is a proud Advisory Board Member of the EP Intergroup 
on CCBSD: 
 
“Science based evidence and a multi-stakeholder 
approach are two of the main assets the EP Intergroup on 
CCBSD presents when tackling the EU agenda. 
These are the main reasons for which the European Pet 
Organization (EPO)- as the voice of the pet sector in Europe- 
supports the Intergroup’s activities and its relaunch under the 
new EP term. 
EPO strongly believes that supporting the Intergroup’s 
relaunch is essential to promote and safeguard the pet 

sector in Europe, and more generally pet keeping while tackling Climate Change, 
Biodiversity and Sustainable Development related issues in line with the EU Green Deal 
and the UN Sustainable Development Goals”, Svein A. Fosså, President of EPO. 
 
Do not hesitate to support the Intergroup with its relaunch and then its activities. 
You can dive into its manifesto from this QR code 
 
As a sector, we remain at your disposal to provide you any complementary information 
you may need.  
We invite you to contact our Secretariat General at secretariat@europets.org  
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Annex 1: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT EPO 
 

Created in Vienna in April 1990, the European Pet Organization (EPO) is a coalition of parties interested 
in protecting and promoting the interests of the European pet industry. 
 

EPO currently represents twelve (12) trade associations in ten (10) countries. Its members represent 
thousands of enterprises, most of which are SME’s or micro businesses but also include international 
companies. 
 

Its member organizations include for each country: 
 

• Austria: WKO 
• France: PRODAF 
• France: JAF 
• Germany: IVH 
• Germany: ZZF 
• Italy: AIPA 
• Norway: NZB 
• Spain: AEDPAC 
• Sweden: ZOORF 
• Switzerland: VZFS 
• The Netherlands: DIBEVO 
• United Kingdom: OATA 
 

In 2024, EPO welcomed a new category of members: ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
These are entities from the pet sector that already collaborate with EPO members and aim at 
supporting EPO with its activities at EU level. 
 

As per its adopted charter, EPO members:  
 
• Promote responsible pet ownership and recognise the social and health benefits of keeping pets;  
• Promote best practices in the keeping of animals by observing the five welfare needs; diet, 

accommodation; wellbeing; sociability; behaviour;   
• Believe that keeping pets promotes an understanding and appreciation of nature, biodiversity and 

conservation;   
• Believe that pet-related businesses are responsible for the professional care and transfer of 

ownership of pets, and should promote best practice amongst the pet industry;   
• Believe that all those involved in the pet trade should abide by all current legislation regarding the 

trade, ownership and keeping of animals, and reject all illegal practices;   
• Use the latest scientific and empirical knowledge in providing advice about the keeping of animal  
• Do not support the release of pet animals into the wild;   
• Believe that all those professionally responsible for handling animals should be appropriately 

trained and have a comprehensive understanding of the animals’ welfare needs and the respective 
legal obligations;   

• Ensure dissemination of relevant information regarding the trading and keeping of animals within 
the sector; and,   

• Strive for good collaboration and exchange of information amongst its members, within the pet 
sector, and with government.   


