
You will need to 
take these steps to 
export regulated 
and unregulated, 
plants and plant 
products to the 
EU after the 1st 
January 2021

These steps best reflect our current understanding of the process, but 
may be subject to change

Learn more at gov.uk/

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-and-exporting-plants-and-plant-products-from-1-january-2021#exporting-plants-and-plant-products-to-the-eu


Start

2.0
Are you exporting durian, dates, bananas, 

coconuts or pineapples?

7.0 
Your EU importer now needs to submit a pre-notification  

to the EU competent authority

Subject to the European Commission granting the UK ‘third country’ listing,  
to allow for the continued export of plant and plant products to the EU

If you are a VAT registered business, you will automatically  
have an EORI number

1.0
Check to see if you have a UK EORI number

This process takes less than  
an hour to register and up  
to three days to process

NY

For England and Wales you must apply to APHA using EHC Online. 

3.0
Apply for a Phytosanitary Certificate from the  

relevant GB plant health authority

4.0 
Arrange an inspection with the plant health inspector

5.0 
Do your goods pass the inspection?

5.1
Your goods cannot  

be exported
N

Y

6.0 
The plant health inspector will issue your Phytosanitary 

Certificate to include with the consignment

N

8.0 
Complete a customs declaration via your export agent or 

do it yourself

Key
Exporter Importer

These steps could cost 
you money

These steps should take 
less than three days

https://www.gov.uk/prepare-export-from-uk-after-brexit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/customs-declarations-for-goods-taken-out-of-the-eu


If you good pass the 
inspection then they will 
be released to your EU 

importer

If your goods fail the 
inspection they can be 
seized, re-exported or 

destroyed

9.0 
Your EU importer also needs to complete an import customs 
declaration on the EU customs platform and they also need to 

ensure that they have an EU EORI number

10.0 
Send your goods to the EU

If you are exporting durian, dates, bananas, coconuts or pineapples,  
no SPS checks will be carried out and your goods will be released  

to your EU importer

11.0 
Goods arrive at the EU border where they may be 
subject to document, identity and physical checks

Glossary
APHA   
Animal and Plant Health Agency

EHC   
Export Health Certificate 

EORI
Economic Operator Registration 
and Identification

SPS
Sanitary and Phytosanitary
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