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Dominic Whitmee, CEO of the Ornamental Aquatic Trade Association UK 

 

I am speaking on behalf of Ornamental Fish International (OFI), European Pet 

Organization (EPO), Sustainable Users Network and a number of other pet trade and 

keeping organisations. 

 

We support the proposals made to progress this work and hope that adequate time is 

given to this workstream to ensure good data and evidence is available and that outputs 

are not rushed to deliver over enthusiastic timelines. We support the proposal of the UK 

that the Animal Committee considers development of Terms of Reference for the 

planned workshop and support the drafted proposed text in Document 69. 

 

We are very grateful to have been invited to engage in the development of the thematic 

studies being prepared by UNEP WCMC. This work has demonstrated some of the 

inherent weaknesses in the wide range of data sets available, both official and modelled, 

and the importance of engaging industry stakeholders to ensure good quality, real 

world data in order to avoid poor future decisions. 

 

In this regard, we consider that Document 68 from the UK on marine ornamental fish in 

trade demonstrates that good quality, real world data is available and accessible. This 

approach has good correlation with industry data and believe it should form an 

important component of CITES’ considerations in this work programme.  

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-CoP19-Inf-69.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-CoP19-Inf-68.pdf

