
 

 

 

Dear Andrea 

 

The European Pet Organization (EPO), Ornamental Aquatic Trade Association (OATA), Ornamental Fish 

International (OFI), Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC) and Reptile and Exotic Pet Trade Association 

(REPTA) write to you as representatives of the global pet trade. In these unprecedented and immensely 

difficult times, the COVID-19 pandemic is impacting heavily on physical and economic health at a global 

scale and many businesses are suffering as countries across the globe lock down their borders and 

movements. 

 

We are acutely aware of the impacts to the aviation industry in terms of both combined passenger/cargo 

flights and all cargo flights and the subsequent financial hardship that this is causing. The majority of 

members who we represent are dependent on international air freight services to maintain their supply 

chains with regard to the continual availability of transport for live animals.   

 

Many people will be in an extended period of self-isolation with reduced physical contact with friends and 

family. As mandated isolation occurs, the human-animal bond enjoyed by pet owners (be it a cat, dog, 

rabbit, reptile, fish or any other pet- or hobby animal) will be a source of comfort and continuity for them 

and also provides benefits to people in terms of their physical, mental and emotional health.  

 

We, as a responsible industry, fully support the airlines taking prudent steps to protect themselves, their 

cargo and the public. We are not aware of any scientific evidence which suggests that pet animals are able 

to transmit or spread COVID-19, nor any evidence to suggest that imported animals or animal products 

pose a risk for spreading the 2019 novel coronavirus, as stated by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC). Further, the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) has issued a statement that 

there is no evidence to support restrictions to movement or trade of companion animals. 

 

Our industry will fully implement any additional biosecurity measures necessary in order to protect air 

freight staff and the public. As more people become wholly dependent on pets for support and at a time 

when the aviation industry is experiencing severe financial hardship, we, the undersigned, urge IATA to 

ask airline carriers not to unnecessarily curtail the international movement of pets and to do their utmost 

to maintain such supply routes. 

 

We also urge you to consider that as this crisis evolves, there likely will be a need to maintain air travel for 

animals in cases where they need to be transferred for medical care, re-homing or other humane reasons. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Svein A. Fosså – President, European Pet Organization (EPO) 

Dominic Whitmee – Chief Executive, Ornamental Aquatic Trade Association (OATA) 

Shane Willis – President, Ornamental Fish International (OFI) 

Robert Likins – Vice President, Government Affairs, Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC) 
Chris Newman – Chief Executive, Reptile and Exotic Pet Trade Association (REPTA) 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/animals.html

